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turn their flank. So they opened fire on each other across
the corners of the defence sector, and the British soldiers,
right in the line of the shooting, were often unable to
leave their pill-boxes for twenty-four hours at a stretch,
The walls of all the posts are dented with bullet-marks.

The Shanghai fighting culminated in the rearguard ac-
tion fought by the ^Doomed Battalion', which was occu-
pying the Chinese Mint Godown, to the west of the Thibet
Road bridge. The British General, Telfer-Smollett, saw
that if the Chinese persisted in holding the Godown some
of the Japanese shells were certain to explode across the
creek, in Soochow Road and beyond, so he urged their
evacuation. The Chinese commander replied that he could
evacuate only under direct orders from the Generalissimo
himself. Madame Chiang was first approached. cNo,' she
said, 4they must die that China may live.9 But General
Telfer-Smollett persisted, and the Generalissimo at length
agreed that the battalion should be withdrawn. The Ja-
panese were also willing, for the Mint Godown commanded
their flank, and its resistance was holding up their ad-
vance.

A night was fixed for the withdrawal of the Chinese
troops into the International Concession. The telephone
lines to the Godown and to the Japanese headquarters
had not been broken, so Telfer-Smollett was able to keep
in constant communication with both sides. At the last
moment the Japanese rang up to say that they refused
to guarantee the safe passage of the battalion: they were
angry because the Chinese had continued to fire all through
the afternoon and had inflicted serious losses. So they
trained their machine-guns and searchlights down the
Thibet road, which the evacuating troops would have to
cross to reach the international zone. At the end of the
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